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Hello all! Welcome to Online with the CMC. My name is Mary Cornell and I am a 
cataloger with the CMC. Today we will be discussing the NAF or the Name Authority 
File. Firstly, the NAF/NACO or the Name Authority Cooperative Program allows 
participants, catalogers, librarians to contribute authority records for agents, 
places, works, and expressions. Just a little background about my own experience 
with NACO and the NAF for you all: I am very new to the NAF/NACO creation. I’ve 
been a cataloger for several years, but I’m fresh from NACO training just this last 
February. I am joined today by colleagues with their own experience with the NAF to 
answer questions after my presentation. With that, let’s get started.  
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AGENDA

• What’s in a name? 
• Breaking down the name authority record 

field by field
• Different types of name authority records

• NACO Training
• Can I create a name authority record too?

• NAF examples

Our agenda today includes a few items. Firstly, we’re going to look at what a name 
authority record could entail field by field. I’m also going to go over different types of 
name authority records as I go through breaking down the fields, so keep an ear out 
for that. Then I’ll talk about NACO training and what catalogers need to go through in 
order to create name authority records, including some of my own personal insight. 
Lastly, I am going to show you examples of some records. 
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NAF: WHAT IS IT?

• NAF: “The Library of Congress Name Authority File (NAF) file provides 
authoritative data for names of persons, organizations, events, places, and 
titles. Its purpose is the identification of these entities and, through the use of 
such controlled vocabulary, to provide uniform access to bibliographic 
resources.”

First and foremost, what is the NAF? “The Library of Congress Name Authority 
File (NAF) file provides authoritative data for names of persons, 
organizations, events, places, and titles. Its purpose is the identification of 
these entities and, through the use of such controlled vocabulary, to 
provide uniform access to bibliographic resources.” This is just the first two 
sentences. The NAF also provides the controlled form of a name. For 
instance, think of Williams, John. How many different forms could that 
name come in?  “Library of Congress Names includes over 8 million 
descriptions created over many decades and according to different 
cataloging policies. LC Names is officially called the NACO Authority File 
and is a cooperative effort in which participants follow a common set of 
standards and guidelines.” This is directly from the Library of Congress. 
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NAF: WHY DO WE NEED IT?

• A catalog serves the patron.

• Creating controlled access points in the NAF, provides consistency necessary 
to collocate bibliographic records for a group of items.

The question comes about, why do we need the NAF? One thing to remember is any 
catalogs’ purpose is to serve the patrons. By creating these controlled access points in 
the NAF, we as librarians can create consistency necessary to collocate bibliographic 
records for a group of items. The first example that came to mind for me was James 
Patterson. Imagine if he didn’t have an authorized access point. Then think of the 
hundreds of titles he’s written or contributed to and those records not having a 
standardized access point for him. Chaos, anyone?
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FIXED FIELDS ELEMENTS
• Rules- a, b, c, d, or z. 

(Descriptive cataloging code 
008/10)

• Name- a, b, or n. 
(Undifferentiated personal 
name 008/32)

• Ref Status- a, b, or n. 
(Reference evaluation 008/29)

• Auth Status- a, c, or d. (Level of 
establishment 008/33)

Our first consideration is fixed fields. Most fixed fields elements in authority records 
are either constants or system supplied. For instance, when you create a new record, 
the record status will be ‘n,’ as supplied by the system. The four fields that catalogers 
most frequently will need to pay attention to are: The first is rules or the descriptive 
cataloging field. This could be coded as: a - earlier rules (not used for newly created 
NARs), b - AACR1 (not used for newly created NARs),  c - AACR2 (not used for newly 
created NARs), d - AACR2-compatible headings (not used for newly created NARs), z –
RDA. For this field, if creating a new record, you would code z. Next, we have name or 
undifferentiated personal name - a - differentiated personal name (i.e., representing 
one person) or a name-title entered under a personal name b - undifferentiated (non-
unique) personal name (i.e., an access point that represents more than one person 
with the same name), n - not applicable (access point is not a personal name). 
Normally for this field you would want to code a or n. Then we have Ref Status or 
reference evaluation. This can be coded as: a - record includes cross-references (4XX 
or 5XX), unless one or more is in a non-Latin script b - record includes unevaluated 
references that must be revised if record is being updated; do not use in newly-
created records except for records with references in non-Latin scripts, n - record 
includes no cross-references. Most commonly, you might find this coded as a. Lastly, 
we have the Auth status (authority) or Level of establishment. This can be coded as: a 
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- fully established, c - provisional level (authorized access point cannot be formulated 
satisfactorily because of inadequate information; further investigation should be 
made when the access point is next used in a bibliographic record), d - preliminary 
level (authorized access point taken from a bibliographic record because the 
bibliographic item is not available at the time the NAR is established; when the access 
point is used in a bibliographic record created from cataloging with an item in hand, 
code d may be changed to code a). 
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040—CATALOGING SOURCE

• 040 field is the cataloging source.

• Can contain subfields a, b, c, d, and e.

• Add subfield ‘$e rda’ to new records.

• If an organization updates a record, their organization’s 
code will appear in subfield ‘d.’

One of the first fields you will find in a NAF record is the 040 or Cataloging source 
field. This field can contain subfields a, b, c, d, and e. Subfield a contains the original 
cataloging agency, subfield b is Language of cataloging, subfield is c the transcribing 
agency, subfield d is the modifying agency, and subfield e is description conventions. 
As you see in my example, when creating a new record, subfield a and c are the same, 
as not only would you as the cataloger be creating the record, but you would also be 
acting as the transcriber. You would need to add a subfield e rda as you are creating 
the record. This is from a completed record; hence the subfield e is already in place. If 
another organization were to modify your record after creation, their organization 
code would be added in subfield ‘d.’ 
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034—CODED CARTOGRAPHIC MATHEMATICAL 
DATA

• The 034 contains 16 possible subfields you could add to your record.

• Contains coordinate data for geographic entities. 

• The coordinates may be recorded in either degrees/minutes/seconds, decimal 
degrees, decimal minutes, and/or decimal seconds. 

I put the next two slides together, though slightly out of order because they both 
pertain to geographic material. The first, the 034 field is for coded cartographic 
mathematical data. The 034 contains geographic coordinate data for geographic 
entities. In other words, if you were creating a record for say Champaign (Ill.), you 
would use this field. The different subfields break down as such: subfield d -
Coordinates - westernmost longitude, subfield e - Coordinates - easternmost 
longitude, subfield f - Coordinates - northernmost latitude, subfield g - Coordinates -
southernmost latitude, subfield j - Declination - northern limit, Subfield k -
Declination - southern limit, subfield m - Right ascension - eastern limit, subfield n -
Right ascension - western limit , subfield p - Equinox, subfield r - Distance from earth, 
subfield s - G-ring latitude, subfield t - G-ring longitude, subfield x - Beginning date, 
subfield y - Ending date, subfield z - Name of extraterrestrial body, subfield 2 - Source. 
The coordinates may be recorded in either degrees/minutes/seconds, decimal 
degrees, decimal minutes, and/or decimal seconds. Styles should not be mixed in a 
single 034 field, but the field may be repeated to represent the different styles. The 
order of 034 fields when both styles are given does not matter. The example is from 
Champaign, Illinois’ record. As seen, in subfield d we have the westernmost longitude 
of Champaign, in subfield e the easternmost longitude, in subfield f the northernmost 
latitude, in subfield g the southernmost, and the subfield 2 shows us the source code. 
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043—GEOGRAPHIC AREA CODE

• The field contains geographic area codes for areas 
associated with a geographic name in a 151 field.

• Contains 4 possible subfields.

The second geographic field is the 043 or the geographic area code. The 043 field 
contains geographic area codes for areas associated with a geographic name in a 151 
field. The different subfields are: subfield a - Geographic area code (GAC), subfield b -
Local GAC code, subfield c - ISO code, and subfield 2 - Source of local code. Say you 
are creating a new record for the town Albion, Michigan. Your 043 field would read as 
you see it, n-us-mi in subfield a. 

8



046—SPECIAL CODED DATES
• When encoding date information in this field, give the fullest information 

about the date that is readily available. 

• Encoding dates should follow the pattern yyyy, yyyy-mm, or yyyy-mm-dd, 
except for in the case of centuries. NACO explains how to handle each of 
these time periods if you should ever need to create a record with them.

The next field is the 046 or special coded dates field. When encoding date 
information, give the fullest information about the date that is readily available (the 
date in field 046 may be more precise than a date is used in the authorized access 
point). If you have for instance an author’s birthdate and death date, including 
month, day, and year; this would be considered the fullest information. When revising 
existing authority records, record dates in field 046 even if the authorized access 
point itself does not include dates, if the information is readily available. When 
recording dates in field 046, use the Extended Date Time Format (EDTF) schema in all 
cases except for centuries, which are not part of EDTF; supply dates using the pattern 
yyyy, yyyy-mm, or yyyy-mm-dd. The subfields for this field are subfield f - Birth date,  
subfield g - Death date, subfield k - Beginning or single date created, subfield l -
Ending date created, subfield o - Single or starting date for aggregated content,  
subfield p - Ending date for aggregated content, subfield q - Establishment date,  
subfield r - Termination date, subfield s - Start period, subfield t - End period, subfield 
u - Uniform Resource Identifier, subfield v - Source of information, subfield 2 - Source 
of term. The example we have for this field is Maya Angelou’s 046. In subfield f we 
have that Angelou was born April 4, 1928 and in subfield g we have that she died on 
May 28, 2014.
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Image source: https://www.npr.org/2013/03/31/175493858/in-a-new-memoir-maya-
angelou-recalls-how-a-lady-became-mom
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053—LC CLASSIFICATION NUMBER

• NACO participants can use this field to record literature class numbers, other 
than children’s literature, for a personal name access point for an author.  

• This field should not be assigned to an undifferentiated name. 

• Only LC verified class numbers should have a second indicator 0, all else will 
have a second indicator 4. 

The next field is the 053 or the LC classification number. NACO participants can use 
this field to record literature class numbers, other than children’s literature, for a 
personal name access point for an author. This field should not be assigned to an 
undifferentiated name. So if you have a Smith, John and you can’t find a way to make 
him differentiated (birthplace, etc.), do not use a 053 for the record. Only LC verified 
class number have a second indicator 0, all else will have a second indicator 4. This is 
a repeatable field. The subfields are as follows: subfield a - Classification number 
element-single number or beginning number of span, subfield b - Classification 
number element-ending number of span, subfield c - Explanatory term,  and subfield 
5 - Institution to which field applies. Paul McCartney has two LC classification 
numbers as not only is he a songwriter/composer/musician as shown in his second LC 
number, but he also has written an autobiography, children’s books and recipe books. 

Image source: https://www.biography.com/musician/paul-mccartney
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1XX—AUTHORIZED ACCESS POINT

• Traditionally, only subfield ‘a’ applies in this field, but you can add other 
subfields (b, c, d, e, q) for other elements of the access point.

• Different access points: Personal names, Corporate names, Conference and 
event names, Uniform titles, and Geographic names.

1xx or authorized access point field. There is no prescribed MARC order for the 
subfields beyond subfield $a. Subfield d should always be the last element in the 
field, unless the subfield c (Spirit) is included. If such, that would be the last element. 
Subfield q can be included for a fuller form of name. For instance, if you have an 
author who uses initials for their name, it can be shown what those initials equate to 
in subfield q (Think C.S. Lewis = Clive Staples Lewis (fuller form of name)). In subfield 
c, profession can be displayed. If someone is a prolific romance writer, that can be 
utilized as a subfield c element. The example shows a conference access point that 
was created for the American Library Association’s Annual Conference.

Image source: 
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/sites/ala.org.aboutala/files/content/contactus/rights/fi
les/ala_ID_websafe.jpg

11



368—OTHER ATTRIBUTES OF PERSON OR 
CORPORATE BODY

• For a person: Can include designations of the title of a person or other 
attributes.

• For a corporate body: Can include designations indicating the type of 
corporate body or jurisdiction, or other attributes.

Next we’re going into what NACO calls other attributes. These fields are optional. If 
you have information you can add into these fields to assist in disambiguating your 
NAF, it is encouraged. The first field is the 368 or Other attributes of person or 
corporate body. Any attribute that serves to characterize a person or corporate body 
or that may be needed for differentiation from other persons or corporate bodies and 
for which separate content designation is not already defined. The subfields in this 
can include: subfield a - Type of corporate body, Subfield b - Type of jurisdiction, 
subfield c - Other designation, subfield d - Title of person, subfield s - Start period, 
subfield t - End period, subfield u - Uniform Resource Identifier, subfield v - Source of 
information, subfield 2 - Source of term. From the example, I chose this because it 
made me laugh. Leslie Knope already has a subfield c explaining she is a fictitious 
character, but this does make sure to explain in case it wasn’t obvious that she is a 
fictitious character. 
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370—ASSOCIATED PLACE
• A place associated with the entity being established.
• Consider how place functions for persons, corporate bodies, conferences, 

and family names. 

The next field is the 370 field or associated place. This field is a place associated with 
the entity being established. For a person this would be a place associated with a 
person's birth, death, residence, and/or identity. For a corporate body this would 
entail a significant location associated with a corporate body (e.g., location of a 
conference, etc., location of the headquarters of an organization). For a family, this 
would be a place where the family resides or has resided or has some connection. For 
this field, the subfields are as follows: subfield a - Place of birth, subfield b - Place of 
death, subfield c - Associated country, subfield e - Place of residence/headquarters, 
subfield f - Other associated place, subfield g - Place of origin of work or expression, 
subfield i - Relationship information, subfield s - Start period, subfield t - End period, 
subfield u - Uniform Resource Identifier, subfield v - Source of information, and 
subfield 2 - Source of term. There is also the option to use LCSH terms if those are 
applicable to the access point being established. If the term applicable is not 
authorized as LC/NACO or LCSH, do not add a subfield 2 at the end of the field. Let’s 
look at our example. This 370 example is for John Keats. As you can see in subfield a 
he was born in London and in subfield b it shows that he died in Rome. 

Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Keats
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371—ADDRESS
• An address (as well as electronic access information such as email, telephone, 

fax, TTY, etc., numbers) associated with the entity described in the record.

• Different addresses– physical, email, etc. – are recorded in separate 371 
fields.

The 371 field or Address field. An address (as well as electronic access information 
such as email, telephone, fax, TTY, etc., numbers) associated with the entity 
described in the record. Different addresses such as physical addresses or email 
addresses, are recorded in separate 371 fields. For a person, this would be the 
address of a person's place of residence, business, or employer, and/or an email 
address. For a corporate body, this would be the address of the corporate body's 
headquarters or offices, or an email address for the body. The distinction between 
this field and the last is that the 370 field contains information associated with the 
access point, while the 371 field contains contact information for the access point. 
Best practice for personal names: do not record an address for a living person. 
Supplying this field for a corporate body is cataloger’s judgement if a subfield e is 
supplied in the 370. The subfields for this are: 
Subfield a – Address, subfield b – City,  subfield c - Intermediate jurisdiction, subfield 
d - Country (NR), subfield e - Postal code, subfield m - Electronic mail address, 
subfield s - Start period, subfield t - End period, subfield u - Uniform Resource 
Identifier, subfield v - Source of information, subfield 2 - Source of term (NR). I looked 
for multiple examples and I found just one. Looking at the example provided, this is 
the mailing address for Ingram Content Group’s main warehouse. In subfield a is the 
street address, subfield b is the city, subfield c is the state, and of course in the 
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subfield e, the zip code. 
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372—FIELD OF ACTIVITY

• For a person: a field of endeavor, area of expertise, etc., in which the person is 
or was engaged. 

• For a corporate body: a field of business in which the corporate body is 
engaged, its area of competence, responsibility, jurisdiction, etc. The field is 
repeated if the entity has multiple fields of activity for different time periods.

Next is the 372 or field of activity. For a person: a field of endeavor, area of expertise, 
etc., in which the person is or was engaged. 
For a corporate body: a field of business in which the corporate body is engaged, its 
area of competence, responsibility, jurisdiction, etc. The field is repeated if the entity 
has multiple fields of activity for different time periods. The preferred terminology is 
LCSH or MESH, however you can also utilize LCGFT terminology. The subfields are as 
follows :
Subfield a - Field of activity, subfield s - Start period, subfield t - End period, subfield u 
- Uniform Resource Identifier, subfield v - Source of information,  and subfield 2 -
Source of term. In the example provided, the Art Institute of Chicago, there are four 
fields describing what the institution is engaged in: art—study and teaching, art –
collectors and collecting, art—exhibitions and art—history. All of these terms are lcsh, 
so one subfield 2 of lcsh is provided at the end of the field. Also, when using LCSH 
terminology as above, you can see that subfields are utilized. Instead of using the 
LCSH subfields (a, x, v, y), NACO practice is to use a double dash instead to separate 
subfields.

Image source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Institute_of_Chicago#/media/File:Art_Institute_of
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373—ASSOCIATED GROUP

• Information about a group, institution, association, etc., that is associated 
with the entity in the authorized access point.

Next is the 373 or associated group field. Information about a group, institution, 
association, etc., that is associated with the entity in the authorized access point. The 
field may include dates of affiliation. The field is repeated if the person has multiple 
affiliations for different time periods. The subfields for this are: subfield a for 
Associated group, subfield s - Start period, subfield t - End period, subfield u -
Uniform Resource Identifier, subfield v - Source of information,  and subfield 2 -
Source of term. The example above is from a hockey team in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
called the Grand Rapids Griffins. As you can see in the first 373 field, they had an 
affiliation with the Ottawa Senators (a NHL hockey team) from 1996 (in subfield s for 
start date) until 1999 (in subfield t for end period). The second 373 shows their 
current affiliation with the Detroit Red Wings (also an NHL team), which started 
(subfield s) in 2002. 

Image source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Rapids_Griffins#/media/File:Grand_Rapids_Grif
fins_logo.svg
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374—OCCUPATION

• Information about a profession or occupation in which a 
person works or has worked. 

• Preference is to use controlled vocabulary such as LCDGT or 
MESH. Also, LCSH is an option.

374 or the occupation field. Information about profession or occupation in which a 
person works or has worked; may include dates applicable. The field is repeated if the 
person has multiple occupations for different time periods. The preference is to use 
controlled vocabulary in this field such as LCDGT or MESH. Also, LCSH is an option. 
The subfields in this field are :  subfield a – Occupation, subfield s - Start period,  
subfield t - End period, subfield u - Uniform Resource Identifier, subfield v - Source of 
information, and subfield 2 - Source of term. Looking at our example of Oprah 
Winfrey, as you can see Oprah has worn many hats and each of those is shown in the 
374 field by different subfield a’s: Television talk show hosts, Actors, Businesspeople, 
Motion picture producers and directors, and lastly authors. This ends in the subfield 2 
lcsh, as all terms are lcsh terminology. 

Image source: https://www.biography.com/media-figure/oprah-winfrey
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375—GENDER
• Gender is a highly personal and sensitive attribute. The PCC Committee according to the 

newest update as of Friday, April 15th has put out the recommendation stating: “Do not 
record the RDA gender element (MARC 375) in personal name authority records. Delete 
existing 375 fields when editing a record for any other reason.”

The next field is the 375 field or the Gender field. Gender is a highly personal and 
sensitive attribute. The PCC Committee according to the newest update as of Friday, 
April 15th has put out the recommendation stating: “Do not record the RDA gender 
element (MARC 375) in personal name authority records. Delete existing 375 fields 
when editing a record for any other reason.” In my example, we have transgender 
actor, Laverne Cox. Her gender is shown in multiple 375 fields. The second 375 field 
ends with a 2 subfield lcsh, showing lcsh terminology was used. While this example 
currently has 375’s, if Laverne Cox’s record is updated in any way, per this new policy 
update, they should be removed. 

Image source: By &lt;a
href=&quot;//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Sachyn&quot; 
title=&quot;User talk:Sachyn&quot;&gt;Sachyn Mital&lt;/a&gt; - &lt;span
class=&quot;int-own-work&quot; lang=&quot;en&quot;&gt;Own work&lt;/span&gt;, 
<a href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0" title="Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0">CC BY-SA 3.0</a>, <a 
href="https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=64388380">Link</a>
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376—FAMILY INFORMATION

• This field includes additional information about families, including the type of 
family, prominent members of the family, and hereditary titles.

The next field is the 376 field or the Family information field. Additional information 
about families, including type of family, prominent member of the family, and 
hereditary title. Preferred vocabulary is lcsh. The subfields for this include: subfield a -
Type of family, subfield b - Name of prominent member, subfield c - Hereditary title, 
subfield s - Start period, subfield t - End period, subfield u - Uniform Resource 
Identifier, subfield v - Source of information, and subfield 2 - Source of term. In our 
example for the Smith family, we have a couple of fields to look through. The type of 
family listed is Families. Then we have listed the most prominent member of the 
family in a separate field: in a subfield b Smith, Laura Margaret Cole and then 1806-
1883 in subfield 2 naf.
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377—ASSOCIATED LANGUAGE
• Codes for languages associated with the entity described in the record.

377 field or associated language field. Codes for languages associated with the entity 
described in the record. This will include the language a person uses when writing, a 
language a corporate body uses in its communication, or a language of a family. The 
preferred language terms for this field are from the MARC code list for languages, 
which are the 3 letter code you often find in the fixed fields and the 040 field in the 
body of a bibliographic record. You can also use another term if it is not provided on 
this list with the inclusion of subfield ‘l’ at the end of the field. The subfields for this 
record are subfield a Language code, subfield l Language term, and subfield 2 Source 
of code. In our example, we have actress Marion Cotillard, who is a French actress, 
singer, and producer and has acted in many films spoken in French (and began acting 
in French cinema). 

Image source: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Marion-
Cotillard#/media/1/1428832/125989
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378—FULLER FORM OF NAME

• Name or names associated with a person that includes the fuller form of a 
part of any name. 

• This field only applies to the name in a 1xx field. 

378 field or fuller form of name field. A name or names associated with a person that 
include(s) the fuller form of a part of any name represented only by an initial, 
abbreviation, or shortened or otherwise modified variant in the form chosen as the 
preferred name and/or a part of the name not included in the form chosen as the 
preferred name. This field only applies to the name in a 1xx field. Best practice is to 
code this field when the information is readily available, even if it is already present in 
the subfield q in a 1xx field. There are three subfields for this: subfield q for fuller 
form of personal name, subfield u for uniform resource identifier, and subfield v for 
source of information. As seen in the example, John Lennon’s fuller form of name 
shows his first name and middle name. 

Source image: https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-
Lennon#/media/1/335993/171482
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380—FORM OF WORK

• A class or genre to which a work belongs.

The next field is the 380 field or the form of work field. This is a class or genre to 
which a work belongs. May be used to differentiate a work from another work with 
the same title. Multiple forms of work from the same source vocabulary may be 
recorded in the same field in separate occurrences of subfield $a (Form of work). The 
preferred vocabularies are LCSH, LCGFT and MESH. When terms are not from 
controlled vocabulary, they should be singular. The subfields for this are subfield a for 
form of work and subfield 2 for source code. The following example shows the first 
volume of The lord of the rings, The fellowship of the ring. As you can see, it is listed 
under Novels and Fantasy fiction in subfield a and ends with a source code of lcgft in 
subfield 2.

Image source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fellowship_of_the_Ring#/media/File:The_Fellows
hip_of_the_Ring_cover.gif
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381—OTHER DISTINGUISHING 
CHARACTERISTICS OF WORK OR EXPRESSION

• Any characteristic that is not accommodated in a special field that serves to 
characterize a work or expression.

381 field or other distinguishing characteristics of work or expression field. Any 
characteristic that is not accommodated in a special field that serves to characterize a 
work or expression. Examples are an issuing body, arranged statement of music, 
version, or a geographic term. May be used to differentiate a work from another work 
with the same title. Subfields for this are subfield a - Other distinguishing 
characteristic, subfield u - Uniform Resource Identifier, subfield v - Source of 
information, and subfield 2 - Source of term. Record the RDA element place of origin 
of work in a 370 field. The example I’ve brought is from a collected works of Jane 
Austen in 2006 where the author Karen Joy Fowler wrote the introduction for the 
collection. Her contribution is shown in the 100 field in subfield s and then as the sole 
information in the subfield a for the 381 field.
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382—MEDIUM OF PERFORMANCE

• The instrumental, vocal, and/or other medium of performance for which a 
musical work was originally conceived or for which a musical expression is 
written or performed.

382 field or medium of performance field. The instrumental, vocal, and/or other 
medium of performance for which a musical work was originally conceived or for 
which a musical expression is written or performed. Multiple mediums of 
performance from the same source vocabulary may be recorded in the same field in 
separate occurrences of subfields. The subfields for this are:  subfield a - Medium of 
performance, subfield b – Soloist, subfield d - Doubling instrument, subfield e -
Number of ensembles of the same type, subfield n - Number of performers of the 
same medium, p - Alternative medium of performance, subfield r - Total number of 
individuals performing alongside ensembles, subfield s - Total number of performers, 
subfield t - Total number of ensembles, and subfield v note. The example shown is for 
the song Ave Maria. As shown in the 382 field, the medium of performance is singer, 
the number of performers of the same medium is 4, the total number of performers 
is 4 and the source code is lcmpt, which is the preferred vocabulary from the Library 
of Congress Medium of Performance Thesaurus for Music.
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383—NUMERIC DESIGNATION OF MUSICAL 
WORK

• A serial number, opus number, or thematic index number assigned to a 
musical work by the composer, publisher, or a musicologist.

The 383 field or numeric designation of musical work field. This is a serial number, 
opus number, or thematic index number assigned to a musical work by the composer, 
publisher, or a musicologist. May be used to differentiate a musical work from 
another with the same title. Best practice is to encode this when available. The 
subfields for this field are subfield a - Serial number, subfield b - Opus number, 
subfield c - Thematic index number, subfield d - Thematic index code, and subfield e -
Publisher associated with opus number. The example is from a title by Mozart. As 
shown in subfield c is the thematic index number, subfield d shows the thematic 
index code, and subfield 2 shows the source code. 

25



384—KEY

• The set of pitch relationships that establishes a single pitch class as a tonal 
center for a musical work or expression.

The 384 field or the Key field. This field shows the set of pitch relationships that 
establishes a single pitch class as a tonal center for a musical work or expression. May 
be used to differentiate a musical work or expression from another with the same 
title. Best practice: Encode when available for works. In case of doubt, do not encode. 
Do not encode for expressions. As shown in the Beethoven example, this particular 
opus is meant to be played in G Major. 

Image source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_van_Beethoven#/media/File:Beethoven.jpg
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388—TIME PERIOD OF CREATION

• The time period of creation, origin of the work or expression (including 
aggregate works), or of the works or expressions contained in an aggregation.

Next is the 388 field or Time period of creation field. The time period of creation or 
origin of the work or expression (including aggregate works) or of the works or 
expressions contained in an aggregation. For this field, you would usually just have a 
subfield a for the time period and a subfield 2 for the source code. You may have just 
a subfield a. In my example, we’re looking at Jane Austen’s Persuasion, which in the 
388 was written in the 19th century in subfield a and has a source code of lcsh in 
subfield 2.

Image source: https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/6399/persuasion-by-
jane-austen/
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CROSS-REFERENCES (4XX AND 5XX)—4XX
• 4xx is a variant access point.

• 4xx may conflict with a 4xx on another record.

These next couple of slides are going to look at cross-references. A general rule about 
these cross references: Do not add references solely for automatic conflict detection 
and updating of bibliographic records. I am going to do each slide with the different 
fields, as I believe they serve different purposes. First, we have the 4XX field, which is 
a variant access point or a ‘see’ reference. Some things to keep in mind with a 4xx: A 
cross-reference (4XX) may conflict with a 4XX on another record. A 4xx should not 
normalize to the same form as a 1xx or a 5xx. Do not provide variants of variants. It is 
important to remember when adding a personal name to a bibliographic record, 
always use the 1xx form of a name, not the 4xx. You would need to make sure to 
have a reference in your 670 field for every variant you create. From our examples, 
we see that Maya Angelou has Johnson, Marguerite with her birthdate and death 
date, with a middle name Ann and Annie and also the name Make, Maya Angelou as 
variant names. John Lennon has a version of his name with just an initial and a longer 
form in a subfield q, his married name attached, his full name with his middle name, 
his married name with a different variant, and lastly his name in different languages. 
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CROSS-REFERENCES (4XX AND 5XX)—5XX

• A 5xx field is a ‘see also’ reference.

• Must be in the same form as their corresponding authorized access points.

• Personal name: Person has two identities that resources have been published 
under: create a 500 see also reference.

• Corporate or geographic names: when relationship is not sequential or exact 
relationship between two names is not known, add a 5xx ‘see also’ reference.  

A 5xx field or a ‘see also’ reference must be in the same form as their corresponding 
authorized access points. When a person has two bibliographic identities, and 
resources have been published under both identities, create name authority records 
for each name and link them with 5xx "see also" references. If a person has more 
than two identities, references are required in a 670 field. Corporate bodies: When 
the relationship between two corporate or geographic names is not directly 
sequential or when information about the exact relationship is not known, make 
simple "see also" references between the related access points. When in doubt about 
usage of these references, read through the manual and the guidelines The example 
is for a pseudonym of the author Eleanor Hibbert. This is for her pseudonym, Jean 
Plaidy, which she wrote historical fiction under. Another pseudonym some of you 
might be familiar with is Victoria Holt. 

Image source: https://awriterofhistory.com/2013/04/15/top-historical-fiction-author-
philippa-carr-victoria-holt-jean-plaidy/
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667—NONPUBLIC GENERAL NOTE

• Used to give information of permanent value and general interest to 
catalogers. 

• Mainly records practical information about the use or status of the authorized 
access point. 

Next, we have the 667 field or nonpublic general note field. The 667 field is used to 
give information of permanent value and general interest to catalogers. This field has 
many notes that can be recorded here but mainly records practical information about 
the use or status of the authorized access point. Also, this field can record a number 
of an undifferentiated NAR that previously covered the person and may be used to 
record that the record is a duplicate that has been reported for deletion. A final use is 
to record a former access point that is not suitable for use as a reference in the NAR. 
Looking at the examples, the first one is actually quite common. In personal names, if 
you have a common name such as Smith, John, often you’ll find a 667 note with the 
note saying: “This 1xx field cannot be used under RDA until this undifferentiated 
record has been handled following the guidelines in DCM Z1 008/32.” In other words, 
if you’re creating a record for a personal name for someone named John Smith, it is 
best practice to try to find a way to differentiate the access point. This next example 
is something I’ve always been fascinated with in a geographic name. The record is for 
Michigan Avenue in Chicago, Illinois. The 667 reads: This heading is not valid for use 
as a geographic subdivision. Again, this is a use note about the access point. If as a 
cataloger you wanted to use this heading, you would have to use it in its current 
form. 
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670—SOURCES FOUND
• Used to justify authorized access point and cross-references. 

• May also contain information necessary to identify the person, corporate 
body, work/expression title, or information to clarify relationships between 
the entity and other entities in the file.

• At least one 670 is required in every authority record. 

670 field or sources found field. The 670 field is used to justify the authorized access 
point and the cross-references in the name authority record. It may also contain 
further important information that is necessary to identify the person, corporate 
body, or work/expression title, or information that can be used to clarify relationships 
between the entity and other entities in the file. At least one 670 is required in every 
authority record. Sometimes, more than one 670 may need to be created to establish 
where a name was found, or for other elements within the record. In the NACO 
Participants Manual, there are instructions on citing points from the title to internet 
resources that are reference points. Formatting for this note is specific as well and I 
am going to show you that via an example. The example shows the 670 fields for 
Jasmine Guillory. The first field verifies her name. The second verifies Guillory as an 
author—but also verifies the 370 (which establishes Guillory in the United States). 

Image source: https://www.amazon.com/Wedding-Date-Jasmine-
Guillory/dp/0399587667/ref=asc_df_0399587667/?tag=hyprod-
20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312178241251&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=1039313870
9558510667&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocph
y=9022197&hvtargid=pla-
451125921313&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=60258871577&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hva
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did=312178241251&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10393138709558510667&hvqmt=&
hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9022197&hvtargid=pla-451125921313
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672—TITLE RELATED TO ENTITY

• Purpose of the field is to document the relationship between 1xx and the title 
recorded in this field. 

• Should not be used in place of a 670 field. 

Next, is the 672 field or Title related to entity field. The primary purpose of the 672 
field is to document that there is a relationship between the 1XX entity and the title 
recorded in the 672 field. Use of this field does not negate the use of a 670 field nor 
the use of it to justify a 1xx/4xx reference. Includes subfields a for title, b subfield for 
reminder of title, subfield f for date, and subfield w for bibliographic record control 
number. In this example, these are some 672 fields from the record for Peter De Jong. 
As you can see, these titles include the full citation and include the OCLC/DLC record 
where the title can be found. 
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673—TITLE NOT RELATED TO THE ENTITY
• May be used to record when a title is not related to an entity in the 1xx field.

• Example: Title by John Smith by this particular John Smith, not that John 
Smith. 

• 100 1# $a Carey, Jacqueline, $d 1964-

• 673 #4 $a The Crossley baby $f 2008

The next field is the 673 field or the Title not related to the entity field. The 673 field 
may be used to record a title that is not related to the entity represented by the 1XX 
field in the name authority record. For example, in a record for a person, this field can 
be used to record a title written by a person with a similar name. This field is created 
to display that there is a relationship between the 1xx field and the title in this field. 
The example shows a book written by the authorized access point Carey, Jacqueline. 
The Jacqueline Carey in our example is more commonly known for writing fantasy 
series like the Kushiel series, which started with the book shown in our slide.

Image source: https://www.amazon.com/Crossley-Baby-Jacqueline-
Carey/dp/0345459903

Image source: https://www.amazon.com/Kushiels-Dart-Jacqueline-
Carey/dp/0765342987
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675—SOURCES NOT FOUND

• Records sources in which no information is found related to the entity 
represented by the authority record or related entities. 

• Not a repeatable field.

• Example: 675 ## $a Who’s who in America, 1989 ed.; $a Encyc. Britannica, 
15th ed. 

The 675 field or sources not found field. This records sources in which no information 
is found related in any manner to the entity represented by the authority record or 
related entities. This field is not repeatable, so cite all sources in this field that 
pertain. In the example, we have Who’s who in America, 1989 ed., with a second 
subfield a of Encyclopedia Britannica’s 15th edition.
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678—BIOGRAPHICAL OR HISTORICAL DATA

• Supplies short biographical or historical information about the authorized 
access point. 

• Information will be publicly displayed.

678 field or Biographical or historical data field. When supplying biographical or 
historical data in a 678 note field, construct the note in concise but complete 
sentences, keeping in mind that the information will be used in public displays. The 
example is a 678 for President Abraham Lincoln. It concisely explains who he was, 
including his presidency. 

Image source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln#/media/File:Abraham_Lincoln_O-
77_matte_collodion_print.jpg
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781—SUBDIVISION LINKING ENTRY
• Optional field that may be provided for authority records for geographic 

names (151). 

• Indicates the correct form and MARC21 coding for a geographic name when it 
is used as a geographic subdivision.

• Examples: Chicago (Ill.) & New York (N.Y.)

The 781 field is an optional field that NACO participants may provide in name 
authority records for geographic names (151). The 781 field indicates the correct 
form and MARC21 coding for a geographic name when it is used as a geographic 
subdivision in a subject heading in a bibliographic record. In the first example, we 
have the correct form for Chicago. If we were to use this as a subdivision, the correct 
form would be $z Illinois $z Chicago. The second example is for New York City. This 
heading in its subdivided form would be $z New York (State) $z New York. 
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NACO TRAINING: CAN I CREATE A NAME TOO?

• Purpose of the training is to familiarize catalogers with all facets of creating 
different names, rules, standardization, history, etc.

• 8 modules of videos, exercises and live/recorded webinars (not all are 
required but suggested). 

• Currently, the training period is a month long.

• Library must also be a PCC member library in order to be eligible for NACO 
training.

There may be some thoughts roaming out there after all this. Not just anyone can 
create a new name record. That is a misconception I had at one point. The most 
important component of being able to create these records is going through the 
NACO training. The purpose of training is to familiarize catalogers with all facets of 
creating different names, rules associated with record creation, standardization 
within records, history behind NACO and different fields, etc. As of the last training, 
there were 8 modules. Not all of those modules are required to complete the 
training, but are suggested, especially if you’ll be working with any of the name 
categories (family names, etc.). The training period is currently a month long. A library 
must also be a PCC member library in order to be eligible for NACO training. 
Personally, I felt it was extensive but inordinately helpful. The fantastic thing is that 
even after you’ve completed training, you still have access to the material. So if you 
have questions, you can go look back and get a refresher. 
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First example: We have on the left the record for the author Stephen King. If you look 
down to the first 500 field, which I have marked, you’ll see his pseudonym, Richard 
Bachman. This record is on the right. This record isn’t as lengthy, as King under this 
name only wrote 5 novels using the name. Interestingly, King fictionally killed off this 
pseudonym in 1985 by cancer. 

Image source: https://www.npr.org/2020/04/08/829298135/stephen-king-is-sorry-
you-feel-like-youre-stuck-in-a-stephen-king-novel
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Sports Name 
Changes

I thought about for this example as an update or new record that you might create as 
a NACO participant. None of the more obvious examples were ones I could find 
updates for in OCLC (Comiskey Park, etc.) There are a lot of corporate names for 
stadiums that do not exist in the NAF. But here are a couple that have been created. 
Firstly, we have AT & T Stadium which is the former Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, 
Texas. Looking at the first 410, what the subfield relays to us in the nne codes is that 
this is the former authorized access point for this name. The second example is for 
the Denver Broncos Empower Field at Mile High. This has had a couple of name 
changes. The second and third 410’s are former names of this stadium. However, the 
second is the most recent, hence it includes the subfield w. 
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My next example I have for you all is the title record for Mona Lisa. As you can see, 
like the title examples we had earlier, this starts out in the 1xx field with Leonardo da 
Vinci as the creator/artist and then Mona Lisa is in a subfield t. There are multiple 4xx 
fields for Mona Lisa in different languages and 670’s to reference these different 
titles. 

Image source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mona_Lisa#/media/File:Mona_Lisa,_by_Leonardo_da_
Vinci,_from_C2RMF_retouched.jpg
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This example is looking at a family name. This is for the Howard family, who are a 
noble family in England. This is looking particularly at the generations of the family 
who had prominence during the late 15th century and most of the 16th century. The 
prominent members are shown in the 376 fields: Norfolk, John Howard, Duke of, 
1430-1485, Norfolk, Thomas Howard, Duke of, 1538-1572, Norfolk, Mary FitzAlan, 
Duchess of, 1540-1557, and then lastly lists in a 376 the different titles that the family 
held during this period (Dukes of Norfolk, Earls of Arundel, Earls of Surrey, and Earls 
of Norfolk, respectively). Fascinating nerd reference, the picture example in this slide 
is Thomas Howard, the 3rd Duke of Norfolk, probably the most notable Howard of the 
period (uncle of two of Henry VIII’s wives), which would be represented by the access 
point Norfolk, Thomas Howard, Duke of, 1473-1554. You might see that his access 
point is not in this record. His access point needs to be updated to RDA, which is 
probably why it was not been added to this record. There is also a picture here of the 
Howard family crest.

Image source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Howard,_3rd_Duke_of_Norfolk#/media/File:
Hans_Holbein_the_Younger_-
_Thomas_Howard,_3rd_Duke_of_Norfolk_(Royal_Collection).JPG
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Image source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_family#/media/File:Howard_arms_(augmente
d).svg
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I wanted to show you all a couple of examples of work that’s been done here at the 
CMC. We here at the CMC can and do create authority name records. Right now, 
there are four staff at the CMC who have completed NACO training. The first example 
is for The Finance Committee of Lincoln Woman’s Club from Lincoln, Illinois. It was 
organized on July 7, 1896. The image on the bottom right is where the club meets. 
This was created by Dr. Pamela Thomas. 

Image source: 
https://www.facebook.com/lincolnwomansclub/photos/a.1485582815004032/15504
95471846099/
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The second example is a personal name record I created for local author Mariah J. 
Tolson. She is a children’s literature author from East St. Louis, Illinois.

Source image: https://www.amazon.com/Mariah-J-
Tolson/e/B0982HJW2B?ref_=dbs_p_pbk_r00_abau_000000
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Our last example, of course, is for the title record for Romeo and Juliet by William 
Shakespeare. This isn’t the complete record but gives us most of the core elements. 
In the 100, there is the title and that it is written by William Shakespeare. It shows in 
the 380 that it is a tragedy. There are 4xx and 5xx fields with cross references. The 
couple of included 670’s verify the first two 4xx references.

Image source: 
http://www.whataboutclients.com/archives/2009/07/_ford_madox_bro_1.html
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SOURCES

•DCMZ1: https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/dcmz1.pdf

•Library of Congress Names: https://id.loc.gov/authorities/names.html

•OCLC Bibliographic Formats and Standards: https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html

•NACO Participants Manual: 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/naco/documents/NACOParticipants'Manual-20200708.pdf

•New stadium names: https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/white-sox/new-stadium-names-people-

never-adjust-saying

•NACO Training: https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/courses/naco-full%20series-

RDA/course%20table.html

Here are the sources I consulted. The last link will take you to a website about NACO 
training if anyone might be interested.

45



ON THE CALL TODAY
Questions? Contact the CMC: 

cmc@illinoisheartland.org

Barbera Scoby
CMC Cataloger

Dr. Pamela Thomas
CMC Bibliographic 
Grant Manager

Eric McKinney
CMC Cataloger

Mary Cornell
CMC Cataloger

Katy Egts
Metadata Cataloger

Shelley Stone
CMC Cataloger

On the call today are Barb Scoby, Dr. Pamela Thomas, Mary Cornell (me), Eric 
McKinney, Katy Egts, and Shelley Stone.
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