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AGENDA

• What’s in a name? 
• Breaking down the name authority record 

field by field
• Different types of name authority records

• NACO Training
• Can I create a name authority record too?

• NAF examples



NAF: WHAT IS IT?

• NAF: “The Library of Congress Name Authority File (NAF) file provides 
authoritative data for names of persons, organizations, events, places, and 
titles. Its purpose is the identification of these entities and, through the use of 
such controlled vocabulary, to provide uniform access to bibliographic 
resources.”



NAF: WHY DO WE NEED IT?

• A catalog serves the patron.

• Creating controlled access points in the NAF, provides consistency necessary 
to collocate bibliographic records for a group of items.



FIXED FIELDS ELEMENTS
• Rules- a, b, c, d, or z. 

(Descriptive cataloging code 
008/10)

• Name- a, b, or n. 
(Undifferentiated personal 
name 008/32)

• Ref Status- a, b, or n. 
(Reference evaluation 008/29)

• Auth Status- a, c, or d. (Level of 
establishment 008/33)



040—CATALOGING SOURCE

• 040 field is the cataloging source.

• Can contain subfields a, b, c, d, and e.

• Add subfield ‘$e rda’ to new records.

• If an organization updates a record, their organization’s 
code will appear in subfield ‘d.’



034—CODED CARTOGRAPHIC MATHEMATICAL 
DATA

• The 034 contains 16 possible subfields you could add to your record.

• Contains coordinate data for geographic entities. 

• The coordinates may be recorded in either degrees/minutes/seconds, decimal 
degrees, decimal minutes, and/or decimal seconds. 



043—GEOGRAPHIC AREA CODE

• The field contains geographic area codes for areas 
associated with a geographic name in a 151 field.

• Contains 4 possible subfields.



046—SPECIAL CODED DATES
• When encoding date information in this field, give the fullest information 

about the date that is readily available. 

• Encoding dates should follow the pattern yyyy, yyyy-mm, or yyyy-mm-dd, 
except for in the case of centuries. NACO explains how to handle each of 
these time periods if you should ever need to create a record with them.



053—LC CLASSIFICATION NUMBER

• NACO participants can use this field to record literature class numbers, other 
than children’s literature, for a personal name access point for an author.  

• This field should not be assigned to an undifferentiated name. 

• Only LC verified class numbers should have a second indicator 0, all else will 
have a second indicator 4. 



1XX—AUTHORIZED ACCESS POINT

• Traditionally, only subfield ‘a’ applies in this field, but you can add other 
subfields (b, c, d, e, q) for other elements of the access point.

• Different access points: Personal names, Corporate names, Conference and 
event names, Uniform titles, and Geographic names.



368—OTHER ATTRIBUTES OF PERSON OR 
CORPORATE BODY

• For a person: Can include designations of the title of a person or other 
attributes.

• For a corporate body: Can include designations indicating the type of 
corporate body or jurisdiction, or other attributes.



370—ASSOCIATED PLACE
• A place associated with the entity being established.
• Consider how place functions for persons, corporate bodies, conferences, 

and family names. 



371—ADDRESS
• An address (as well as electronic access information such as email, telephone, 

fax, TTY, etc., numbers) associated with the entity described in the record.

• Different addresses– physical, email, etc. – are recorded in separate 371 
fields.



372—FIELD OF ACTIVITY

• For a person: a field of endeavor, area of expertise, etc., in which the person is 
or was engaged. 

• For a corporate body: a field of business in which the corporate body is 
engaged, its area of competence, responsibility, jurisdiction, etc. The field is 
repeated if the entity has multiple fields of activity for different time periods.



373—ASSOCIATED GROUP

• Information about a group, institution, association, etc., that is associated 
with the entity in the authorized access point.



374—OCCUPATION

• Information about a profession or occupation in which a 
person works or has worked. 

• Preference is to use controlled vocabulary such as LCDGT or 
MESH. Also, LCSH is an option.



375—GENDER
• Gender is a highly personal and sensitive attribute. The PCC Committee according to the 

newest update as of Friday, April 15th has put out the recommendation stating: “Do not 
record the RDA gender element (MARC 375) in personal name authority records. Delete 
existing 375 fields when editing a record for any other reason.”



376—FAMILY INFORMATION

• This field includes additional information about families, including the type of 
family, prominent members of the family, and hereditary titles.



377—ASSOCIATED LANGUAGE
• Codes for languages associated with the entity described in the record.



378—FULLER FORM OF NAME

• Name or names associated with a person that includes the fuller form of a 
part of any name. 

• This field only applies to the name in a 1xx field. 



380—FORM OF WORK

• A class or genre to which a work belongs.



381—OTHER DISTINGUISHING 
CHARACTERISTICS OF WORK OR EXPRESSION

• Any characteristic that is not accommodated in a special field that serves to 
characterize a work or expression.



382—MEDIUM OF PERFORMANCE

• The instrumental, vocal, and/or other medium of performance for which a 
musical work was originally conceived or for which a musical expression is 
written or performed.



383—NUMERIC DESIGNATION OF MUSICAL 
WORK

• A serial number, opus number, or thematic index number assigned to a 
musical work by the composer, publisher, or a musicologist.



384—KEY

• The set of pitch relationships that establishes a single pitch class as a tonal 
center for a musical work or expression.



388—TIME PERIOD OF CREATION

• The time period of creation, origin of the work or expression (including 
aggregate works), or of the works or expressions contained in an aggregation.



CROSS-REFERENCES (4XX AND 5XX)—4XX
• 4xx is a variant access point.

• 4xx may conflict with a 4xx on another record.



CROSS-REFERENCES (4XX AND 5XX)—5XX

• A 5xx field is a ‘see also’ reference.

• Must be in the same form as their corresponding authorized access points.

• Personal name: Person has two identities that resources have been published 
under: create a 500 see also reference.

• Corporate or geographic names: when relationship is not sequential or exact 
relationship between two names is not known, add a 5xx ‘see also’ reference.  



667—NONPUBLIC GENERAL NOTE

• Used to give information of permanent value and general interest to 
catalogers. 

• Mainly records practical information about the use or status of the authorized 
access point. 



670—SOURCES FOUND
• Used to justify authorized access point and cross-references. 

• May also contain information necessary to identify the person, corporate 
body, work/expression title, or information to clarify relationships between 
the entity and other entities in the file.

• At least one 670 is required in every authority record. 



672—TITLE RELATED TO ENTITY

• Purpose of the field is to document the relationship between 1xx and the title 
recorded in this field. 

• Should not be used in place of a 670 field. 



673—TITLE NOT RELATED TO THE ENTITY
• May be used to record when a title is not related to an entity in the 1xx field.

• Example: Title by John Smith by this particular John Smith, not that John 
Smith. 

• 100 1# $a Carey, Jacqueline, $d 1964-

• 673 #4 $a The Crossley baby $f 2008



675—SOURCES NOT FOUND

• Records sources in which no information is found related to the entity 
represented by the authority record or related entities. 

• Not a repeatable field.

• Example: 675 ## $a Who’s who in America, 1989 ed.; $a Encyc. Britannica, 
15th ed. 



678—BIOGRAPHICAL OR HISTORICAL DATA

• Supplies short biographical or historical information about the authorized 
access point. 

• Information will be publicly displayed.



781—SUBDIVISION LINKING ENTRY
• Optional field that may be provided for authority records for geographic 

names (151). 

• Indicates the correct form and MARC21 coding for a geographic name when it 
is used as a geographic subdivision.

• Examples: Chicago (Ill.) & New York (N.Y.)



NACO TRAINING: CAN I CREATE A NAME TOO?

• Purpose of the training is to familiarize catalogers with all facets of creating 
different names, rules, standardization, history, etc.

• 8 modules of videos, exercises and live/recorded webinars (not all are 
required but suggested). 

• Currently, the training period is a month long.

• Library must also be a PCC member library in order to be eligible for NACO 
training.





Sports Name 
Changes













SOURCES

•DCMZ1: https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/dcmz1.pdf

•Library of Congress Names: https://id.loc.gov/authorities/names.html

•OCLC Bibliographic Formats and Standards: https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html

•NACO Participants Manual: 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/naco/documents/NACOParticipants'Manual-20200708.pdf

•New stadium names: https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/white-sox/new-stadium-names-people-

never-adjust-saying

•NACO Training: https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/courses/naco-full%20series-

RDA/course%20table.html
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