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Linked Data

Library linked data (LLD) is the use 
of linked data standards by libraries. 
These standards are usually applied 
to bibliographic and authority data 
sets with the hope of decreasing 
redundant cataloging work; and 
increasing visibility of library 
resources and interoperability with 
non-library systems--Wikipedia
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VIAF

The Virtual International 
Authority File (VIAF) is an 
international authority file. It is 
a joint project of several 
national libraries and operated 
by the Online Computer Library 
Center (OCLC)--Wikipedia
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Searching VIAF
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Garden and Farm Books of Thomas 
Jefferson



Thomas Jefferson in Wikipedia
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Linked Data in MARC Records



BIBFRAME

Initiated by the Library of Congress, BIBFRAME 
provides a foundation for the future of bibliographic 
description, both on the web, and in the broader 
networked world that is grounded in Linked Data 
techniques. A major focus of the initiative is to 
determine a transition path for the MARC 21 formats 
while preserving a robust data exchange that has 
supported resource sharing and cataloging cost 
savings in recent decades—Library of Congress
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BIBFRAME Editor

https://bibframe.org/bfe/index.html



BIBFRAME: Creating an Instance Record
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BIBFRAME Instance, cont.
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BIBFRAME 
Work



BIBFRAME 
Example
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Editing in BIBFRAME
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BIBFRAME 
Preview
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BIBFRAME 
Preview, cont.
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LDUG Annual Meeting



Summary

Linked data is useful WorldCat links data

VIAF actively linking data Library of Congress invested in 
BIBFRAME

MARC records have linked data Need ILS buy-in & support for 
BIBFRAME
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Resources
• BIBFRAME definition, https://www.loc.gov/bibframe/
• BIBFRAME editor (demo mode), https://bibframe.org/bfe/index.html
• BIBFRAME FAQs, https://www.loc.gov/bibframe/faqs/
• BIBFRAME initiative, BIBFRAME - Bibliographic Framework Initiative (Library of 

Congress) (loc.gov)
• Breeding, Marshall (2022). BIBFRAME and linked data: System readiness,

https://youtu.be/MQSaAmiBY2Q
• CMC Evaluation Form, Course evaluation survey (Edit) Microsoft Forms (office.com)
• IFLA world map, https://librarymap.ifla.org/
• Jefferson, Thomas (Wikipedia), https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
• Linked data definition (Wikipedia), 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_linked_data
• OCLC. Linked data overview, https://www.oclc.org/research/areas/data-

science/linkeddata/linked-data-overview.html
• Thomas, Pamela (2018). Understanding WEMI (Work, Expression, Manifestation, 

Item), https://www.railslibraries.info/events/152953
• VIAF, https://viaf.org/



1/11/2023 23



Dr. Pamela Thomas
pthomas@illinoisheartland.org
cmc@illinoisheartland.org

24

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY



ON THE CALL TODAY
Questions? Contact the CMC: 

cmc@illinoisheartland.org

Barbera Scoby
CMC Cataloger

Dr. Pamela 
Thomas
CMC 
Bibliographic 
Grant Manager

Eric McKinney
CMC Cataloger

Mary Cornell
CMC Cataloger


