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What are subject headings?



Subject headings



Anatomy of a subject heading



Subject vs Genre



Sharing Heartland’s Available Resources Equally

Searching Authorities with 
OCLC Connexion





















https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nqp57uGvcJo

If you would like to see more search 
techniques, use the link to this SHARE 
video. Demonstration starts at the 2-

hour point.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nqp57uGvcJo


Searching Authorities with 
Library of Congress



https://authorities.loc.gov/

https://authorities.loc.gov/






















Building subject headings



Subdivisions



‡v – form subdivision



‡v – form subdivision

•

•

•

•

•

•



‡y – chronological subdivision



‡z – geographic subdivision



‡z – geographic subdivision



‡x – general subdivision



‡x – general subdivision



Personal or corporate names



Music CDs



Poetry



Juvenile vs. adult headings



Children's Subject Headings

•

•

•

•



SHARE Local Practice

•

•

•

•

•

•



Subdivisions

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Local practices reminders



Local subject headings



MARC coding

•

•



Guidelines for local subject headings



Procedures for the use of local subject 
headings



Currently approved local subject headings

Subject Heading Note about use
655 _ 7 ‡aAudio-visual equipment.‡2local

690 _ _ ‡aComing attractions. Use only in on-order records
655 _ 7 ‡aComputer games.‡2local

655 _ 7 ‡aFinger puppets.‡2local

690 _ _ ‡aGoChip Beam (Preloaded video player)

690 _ _ ‡aGoReader (Preloaded audio player)

655 _ 7 ‡aHand puppets.‡2local

690 _ _ ‡aKits. Use only in bibliographic records that meet the definition of a kit: “an item containing two or more categories 

of material, no one of which is identifiable as the predominant constituent of the item” (AACR2, Appendix D)
690 _ 0 ‡a Local author ‡z enter appropriate state, city, 

and/or county here.
690 _ _ ‡aMCGS Collection.

690 _ _ ‡aMe Reader (Preloaded audio player)

690 _ _ ‡aPlayaway LaunchPad (Preloaded tablet computer)

690 _ _ ‡aPlayaway Lock (Preloaded electronic book reader)

690 _ _ ‡aPlayaway View (Preloaded video player)

690 _ _ ‡aProgramming Resource Center.

690 _ _ ‡aThree-dimensional printers.



Subject headings we remove

•

•

•

o



New thesauri

•

o

o

•

o

o

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/
https://homosaurus.org/
https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc826647/


Spanish language subject headings –
current policy



Links to associated policies and procedures

https://share.illinoisheartland.org/policies-and-procedures/bibliographic-cataloging-standards/345
https://share.illinoisheartland.org/policies-and-procedures/bibliographic-cataloging-standards/346
https://share.illinoisheartland.org/policies-and-procedures/bibliographic-cataloging-standards/347
https://share.illinoisheartland.org/policies-and-procedures/bibliographic-cataloging-standards/365


Questions?
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