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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello all! As mentioned, our topic today is Treasure troves of the past : digging into cataloging local history. I am Mary Cornell, a cataloger here at the Cataloging Maintenance Center.





Agenda

• Discovering historical treasures

• Local history cataloging

• Genealogical cataloging

• Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our agenda today includes discovering historical treasures, local history cataloging, genealogical cataloging, and my list of resources.





Discovering Historical Treasures

Items that can fall into this 
category:
• Church histories/Church 

directories
• School yearbooks
• Local cookbooks
• Plat maps
• Cemetery records
• And much more!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, you’ve just received a lovely donation from a patron. Some of the items in your donation look like they might be of local interest, but you’re trying to determine what to sort into that category and what to put into the general collection. The good news is that there are a plethora of historical treasures that fall into the category of local history. They can include items such as church histories and church directories, school yearbooks, local cookbooks, city ordinances, census records, plat maps, cemetery records, and much more.  Also, just a quick note about some of the records in this presentation. Some of the records were created before the update in OCLC Bibliographic Formats and Standards to the 340 subfield p of the inclusion of the subfield 2 rdaill, and hence in some of the 340 subfield p fields, that subfield is not included. 





Local History Cataloging:
Church Directories

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first item we’re going to look at is a church directory for the First Federated Church in Peoria, Illinois. Church directories may come to you from the beginning of their creation or like this one, where as a cataloger, it wasn’t clear when the directory for the First Federated Church was initially created. As such, this directory was cataloged as a single directory or as a monograph. To catalog this directory, the cataloger, i.e., myself used information provided in the introduction to create the title in the 245 field. While as a cataloger, you could have used the cover to create the title normally, I felt the cover title didn’t properly display what the item was about. To make sure that patrons can still find this item by the cover title, I did add a varying form in a 246 field with the indicators 14 for a cover title. Lastly, looking at our subject headings, I added a 610 for the church itself First Federated Church (Peoria, Ill.) with a subfield v for Directories, as well as one with a subfield v for Pictorial works, some subject headings about the church and its congregation. Also, a couple of subject headings were added about Peoria history, and the record was finalized with a genre heading for directories.





Local History Cataloging:

Church Histories

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next, we have a church history for the Antioch Missionary Baptist Church in Danville, Illinois that is celebrating the church’s 80th anniversary. In this record, we specifically want to look at a couple of fields. Firstly, I want to talk about the binding of this volume. As found more often in local history and genealogical items, how an item is bound isn’t necessarily your typical hardbound or paperbound binding. As per OCLC Bibliographic Formats and Standards, in the 340, subfield l type of binding vocabulary, there are several types of bindings. In this record, I used the term ‘spiral binding’ in the 340 subfield l, which is also to be accompanied by a 563 field, which further explains that the item is ‘Spiral bound on left side of volume.’ Also of note, this record includes a 610 corporate heading for the church, Antioch Missionary Baptist Church (Danville, Ill.) with a subfield ‘x’ for History. It also includes subject fields for African American Baptists in Danville, Illinois and Baptists in Danville, Illinois, to cover the population of parishioners who attend this church and to further establish where the parishioners attend church. Lastly, there is geographic subject heading of Danville, Illinois and a subfield x for Church history. 





Local History Cataloging: 

School Yearbooks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This next example looks at a continuing resource record for Neponset Grade School yearbooks. These yearbooks cover the school district’s elementary and middle school grades. As you can see, there is a range of years pictured here that ranged from 1982-2002, as shown in the 362 field. Firstly, with multiple volumes, it felt imperative to add in 246 fields to assist with access points for varying titles. These included Neponset School, Neponset Elementary School, and Reflections. Also, the volumes varied in height, which is why in the 300 field, the subfield ‘c’ includes a range of 27-28 cm. You’ll also notice in the 588’s that the 1989-1990 school yearbook, pictured on top in the photo was the consulted volume for the 245, and the last consulted volume in 588 indicator 1, was 2001-2002 edition. Lastly, with this record, as the library sent just the selection of yearbooks from 1982-2002 and the school district goes under multiple names currently, I, as the cataloger made the decision to catalog this as a completed serial. The school library who received the record can update it of course if more volumes are added later, but based on the volumes I had in hand, that was the cataloger’s judgment I applied. 





Local History Cataloging: 

Plat Maps/Books

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The following record is for a plat book and farmer’s directory for Bond County, Illinois that was given a questionable date of 1921 (a date that was found in the item) to 2016 because it also included a note with the item that had the second date of 2016, hence the publication date. This item includes a directory of farmers and business owners in Bond County, Illinois. Of note in this record, as it is a mixture of both a directory and maps, you’ll notice some of the subjects end with the subdivision of ‘v’ maps, while others end with the subdivision of ‘v’ directories. This volume of course is a mixture of both but did seem to cover more plat maps. When it comes to an item such as this, as a cataloger, I have seen plat maps cataloged as both an atlas and a book. Considering the content of this item, I chose to catalog it as an atlas, which means including fields such as an 034 field for coded cartographic mathematical data, an 052 field, the geographic classification, which in this case is for Bond County, and a 255 field, cartographic mathematical data, which in this instance, equates to Scale not given. 





Local History Cataloging:

Realia

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This item is part of a collection of materials that pertain to the Illinois Central Railroad bridge accident that happened in Grayville in 1918. This Adams & Westlake Company railroad lantern was on the bridge the night of the accident. As this item is realia, it has fields in the record that you might not find in others. For instance, there are multiple 340 fields that pertain to the materials of the item which are glass and metal. Both 340’s are terms found in the RDA Material Concepts Index for 340 subfield ‘a’ in OCLC Bibliographic Formats and Standards. Also, you will notice there is a 340 subfield ‘b’ field that records the dimensions of the lantern which are 43 x 22 x 23 cm. There are also two 500’s that relay information about the lantern’s history and the organization who currently houses the lantern, the Groff Memorial Library.





Local History Cataloging:

Photographs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For our next item, we’re going to look at cataloging a physical photograph. This photograph is of the Southern Illinois Editorial Association taken during the period of April 19-20, 1929. As you can see, the photograph is rather large, measuring at 23 cm tall and 49 cm wide. 





Local History Cataloging: 

Photographs Cont.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, firstly to understand how to catalog this item, I used the DCRM-G, or Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials –Graphics manual to assist, which you can find a pdf version of if you’re interested in utilizing this. Looking at the record, I would like to note a few of the fields. So firstly, you’ll notice the 130 field noting the collection this item belongs to. Groff Memorial Library has received enough items from a local donor that they decided to create a specific collection called ‘The Navigator Collection.’ This item also like the last includes a couple of 340 fields to note in the subfield a that the photograph is printed on paper and in the subfield e is supported by a frame of wood and glass. There is a 500 note, which was provided by the library, that there is an inscription on the back of the photograph for “N.B. Seil” and also of note, I included a 588, indicator 0 to note that the title for the item was taken from text on the photograph. 





Local History Cataloging:

School Journals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The following item is a student journal/magazine from Jefferson School located in Quincy, Illinois. It includes student writings, art, photography, and more. This item includes some of the normative fields for a continuing resource: for instance, there is a 310 field, noting the item was published Monthly (as determined by ‘December’), a 588 field, with an indicator of 1, for a latest issue consulted (December 1904), as well as 3xx fields that note particular physical aspects of the item (multiple unit, illustration, portrait, etc.). Some fields that are pertinent to add for this record are the subject fields: First, it’s important to include a 610 or corporate field, for the school itself with a subdivision ‘v’ for periodicals.  Also, because this item included a mixture of writings and art, it was pivotal to include subject headings about student prose, student verse, high school students’ writings, student newspapers and periodicals, among others. 





Local History/Genealogical Cataloging:

Local/Family Cookbooks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our next few items will be a mixture of local history and genealogical cataloging. The first item is a family cookbook entitled From humble beginnings: Magelli family cookbook. This cookbook is a mixture of family recipes passed down through the Magelli family and also includes history of the Magelli family. Of note in this record is firstly, as this record included cooking and family history information, the subjects are Cooking, Italian, Cooking subfield z Illinois and Illinois subfield v Genealogy. Also of note are the genre headings ‘Family histories’ and Cookbooks’, which both apply to the overall content. Lastly, I would like to point out the 600 30 and 700 3. The 600 30 is a Family heading for the overall general Magelli family name, but the 700 3 was created for this specific Magelli family line as found from information in the item. 





Local History / Genealogical Cataloging:

Death Registers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This item is a second volume of a death register for White County, Illinois. This particular volume includes deaths from 1902-1912. It includes the age, cause of death, place of birth, and place of death for each individual. Notably, this item was transcribed from its original form and includes the transcriber in the 245 subfield c as well as in a 700 with a subfield e for transcriber. Also, this includes the subject heading Registers of births, etc. and is subdivided by the location in subfield z for Illinois and White County, and then subfield v for Genealogy. Also included is a 651 for White County (Ill.) and a subfield v for Genealogy. Lastly, there is included a genre heading that is specific for this item of ‘Death registers.’ 





Local History / Genealogical Cataloging:

Census Records

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The next item is a 1950 U.S. Census volume from Benton, Franklin County, Illinois, looking at district #28-10. This volume was published by Benton Public Library from information found on Ancestry.com. Of note in the fields in this record, I utilized Rare Books and Manuscripts Sections Controlled Vocabulary binding terms for my 340 subfield l and used the term ‘tapes’ as this was bound with tape on the left-hand side as noted in the 563. Also, as a cataloger, I had to make decisions about how to derive the subfield v for this Census. I followed similar patterns from past census records. I included a 710 for this item being an abridgement, as it’s only part of the whole census as well as the Benton Public Library being the publisher. 





Genealogical Cataloging:
Family Histories

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This genealogical item is a history of the Miller family of Piatt and Dewitt County, Illinois. Of note in this item not included in the example, there is a genre heading for family histories. Also included are both the family names Miller and Mueller, as they are direct references to each other (100 and 500), though including both could be considered cataloger’s judgment. Personally as a cataloger, if you see the name change in the item, I would include both Miller and Mueller in this instance. Also, for a family name, in the 600 with a first indicator of 1 and a second indicator of 0, is the first descendant, Andrew Miller, and as it shows through the subdivision x this volume would include information about his family. Also included are subjects about Registers of birth, which indicates the inclusion of familial birth and death information, and lastly the inclusion of Piatt and Dewitt Counties, subdivided by genealogy.  





Genealogy Cataloging:

Mixed Materials/Collections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our last item is a collection that focuses on two individuals from a family, the Margaret Helcks, that has a variety of items including realia, photographs, certificates, and more.





Genealogical Cataloging:

Mixed Materials/Collections Cont.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you can see from looking at the record, this is a small, but varied collection. The collection’s contents is described minimally in the 300 containing 3 photographs, 4 licenses, 3 diplomas, 1 certificate, 1 yearbook, 1 set of watch chains, and 1 nursing pin. Further down in the record, the 3xx fields include some physical characteristics, including the RDA materials descriptions found in the 340’s. There is also a detailed 505 00 field, which includes the full titles of all of the items, physical size of the items in centimeters, as well as color content or other physical characteristics. This item is part one of a larger genealogical collection, which is why there is also a 555 field to indicate that there is also a finding aid available for patrons to access in the library. Lastly, looking at the subject headings, the personal name headings for both Margarets were included, as well as subjects for realia, diplomas, nurses with subdivisions for the different items included, 651’s for different locations that both Margarets worked/had licenses’ from, and genres for photographs and family histories.





-- Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials: Graphics. 
https://rbms.info/dcrm/dcrmg/

-- OCLC Bibliographic Formats and Standards. 
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html

-- Rare Books and Manuscripts Section: Controlled 
Vocabularies: Binding Terms. 
https://rbms.info/vocabularies/binding/alphabetical_list.
htm

Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The resources for this presentation include Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials: Graphics or DCRM-G, which can be accessed through various links via the RBMS’ website and OCLC’s Bibliographic Formats and Standards via their website. There were also in a couple of my records some of my 340’s binding vocabulary that were taken from RBMS’ vocabulary listing, which I have also included as a resource. 

https://rbms.info/dcrm/dcrmg/
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html
https://rbms.info/vocabularies/binding/alphabetical_list.htm
https://rbms.info/vocabularies/binding/alphabetical_list.htm


ON THE CALL TODAY
Questions? Contact the CMC: 

cmc@illinoisheartland.org

Barbera Scoby
CMC Cataloger

Dr. Pamela Thomas
Bibliographic Grant 
Manager

Eric McKinney
CMC Cataloger

Mary Cornell
CMC Cataloger

Kat Anderberg
Metadata Cataloger

Blake Walter
Special Project Cataloger

Katie Roberts
Special Project Cataloger

Andrea Giosta
Special Project Cataloger

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the call today are Barb Scoby, Dr. Pamela Thomas, (myself) Mary Cornell, Eric McKinney, Kat Anderberg, Blake Walter, Katie Roberts, and Andrea Giosta. 

mailto:cmc@illinoisheartland.org
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