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History of Methodism in New Lenox, 1899



Manual Transcription



Skimming Through



The First Pass



Identifying mystery letters: lowercase “e”



Non-leading “r”Leading “r”

Identifying mystery letters: lowercase “r”



Identifying mystery words



Identifying mystery words



Identifying non-letter symbols



Tracing words



• Writing in multiple directions 
on one sheet of paper

• Tracing over the writing with 
a colored pen can make it 
easier to identify letters and 
words, especially when first 
starting out with this type of 
document

Cross Writing





Resources

• History of Methodism in New Lenox: History of Methodism in New Lenox - New 
Lenox Public Library Digital Archive - Illinois Digital Archives (idaillinois.org)

• Illinois State Prison (Alton), Volume 3, page 2: Illinois State Prison (Alton), Volume 
3 - Register of Illinois Prison Records - Illinois Digital Archives (idaillinois.org)

• How to decipher unfamiliar handwriting: A short introduction to palaeography, 
Natural History Museum: NHM Palaeography Guide 2014 | NC Archives 
(ncdcr.gov)

• Tips for Reading Old Handwriting, Ancestry Support: Tips for Reading Old 
Handwriting (ancestry.com)

• How to read old handwriting, Judith Batchelor, Who Do You Think You Are? 
Magazine: How to read old handwriting | Who Do You Think You Are Magazine

http://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/p16614coll84/id/75/rec/1
http://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/p16614coll84/id/75/rec/1
http://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/p16614coll29/id/11264/rec/3
http://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/p16614coll29/id/11264/rec/3
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/nhm-palaeography-guide-2014
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/nhm-palaeography-guide-2014
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Tips-for-Reading-Old-Handwriting?language=en_US
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Tips-for-Reading-Old-Handwriting?language=en_US
https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/feature/old-handwriting/
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