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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello all! Welcome to Online with the CMC. Thank you for coming to Slaying the genre: investigating genre headings. Mary and I hope that you will find useful information in this talk. I don't know about Mary, but I have struggled with (still sometimes struggle with) genre headings and when and how to use them. The most common source is LCGFT also known as the Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms. When I started cataloging, I only knew about LCGFT and years later, after learning about other thesauri, I still use it the majority of the time because the headings can be controlled in Connexion. I really enjoy seeing the text turn blue after I click on Control Single Heading  ;) We will touch on LCGFT, but follow along with Mary and I as we explore several lesser used thesauri for genre headings.



AGENDA

• Introductions

• Definition of genre/form

• Genre considerations

• Genre thesauri

• Examples

• Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today our agenda includes introductions of Barb and I, the definition of genre/form, some genre/form considerations, a look at different genre thesauri, some examples, and our list of resources. 



INTRODUCTIONS: BARB SCOBY
I recently celebrated my 2nd anniversary working at the Cataloging Maintenance 
Center. Previously, I was the cataloger for Pinal County in Arizona and before that a 
librarian at the Florence Community Library in Florence, Arizona.

One of my goals for 2024 is to assemble the 4,803 piece Harry Potter Lego set that I 
purchased last August. My cats can't wait to help me with this.

BELLA PANTALAIMON

MURRAY BILL

MALCOLM



INTRODUCTIONS: MARY CORNELL
I’ve been working with the Cataloging 
Maintenance Center for over 2 years 
now and before working here, I worked 
as a cataloger for a vendor and as a 
cataloger and technical services 
supervisor at a public library. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’ve been working with the Cataloging Maintenance Center for over 2 years now and before working here, I worked as a cataloger for a vendor and as a cataloger and technical services supervisor at a public library. In my free time, I dabble in photography, write occasionally, love to travel (see photo from the Sleepy Hollow Cemetery above), read, and take walks in nature. I am also a cat mum to two tuxies, Merlin and Schroeder.



GENRE/FORM
According to the Library of Congress, a genre/form describes what a 
resource is rather than what a resource is about. Subject headings 
relay what a resource is about in comparison.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To start out, we are going to define genre/form. According to the Library of Congress, a genre/form describes what a resource is rather than what a resource is about. Subject headings or LCSH, as one of the most common thesauri, relay what a resource is about in comparison.Some examples of genre would include: Detective and mystery films like A Haunting in Venice, Horror fiction such as Carrie by Stephen King, and Fantasy television programs, our running theme and an example being, Buffy the Vampire Slayer.The Library of Congress began the development of one of the most well-known genre thesauri, LCGFT, in 2007.



GENRE/FORM 
CONSIDERATIONS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next, we’re going to look at some genre/form considerations. One of the first things to consider when looking at genre, is the difference between the LCSH (Library of Congress Subject Headings) authority record and a LCGFT genre authority record for a term. In our example, ‘fantasy fiction,’ you can see there is a LCSH for ‘Fantasy fiction’ and a genre /LCGFT ‘Fantasy fiction.’ The LCSH authority record for ‘fantasy fiction’ is on the left and the LCGFT for ‘fantasy fiction’ is on the right. With similar see also references, it might seem odd to determine which you use. Remember a LCSH is about the item while genre ‘is’ what the item is. Some good examples of these two terms would be: Female heroes in young adult fantasy. This book is a look at female heroes in YA fantasy fiction and a literary criticism based on fantasy fiction stories. Because this item is about fantasy fiction, it includes a LCSH of ‘Fantasy fiction, American.’ In comparison, you can consider the title The Lord of the Rings, which is fantasy trilogy (so it is fantasy fiction) and hence has the genre heading of fantasy fiction.



GENRE/FORM 
CONSIDERATIONS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another consideration for genre/form is the difference between genre and form. Genre looks at the content of an item while form describes the physical characteristics of an item. For example, consider the title Katherine of Aragon: the true queen by Alison Weir. This title’s contents are historical fiction hence its record would include the genre term ‘historical fiction.’ In comparison, you have Heartstopper by Alice Osman. This item’s form is a graphic novel and would include the form term ‘graphic novels’ in its record in the 655 field. However, you can also consider that Heartstopper includes both form and genre, as it also is a romance comic. Therefore, it would include the genre term ‘romance comics’ in its record.



GENRE THESAURI
• AAT : Art & Architecture Thesaurus (Getty Research Institute) 

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/?find=genre+terms&logic=AND&note=&english=N&
prev_page=1

• GMGPC : Thesaurus for Graphic Materials II: Genre and Physical 
Characteristic Terms  https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2

• LCGFT : Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms
  https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCGFT/freelcgft.html#About
• RBGENR : Rare Books and Manuscripts Section Controlled Vocabularies (Genre)
   https://rbms.info/vocabularies/genre/alphabetical_list.htm
• RVMGF : Répertoire de vedettes-matière 

https://rvmweb.bibl.ulaval.ca/rvmweb/recherche/simple.do?nbTotalNotices=732159&itemsAuPanier=0&ca
pacitePanier=1000&adresseIp=45.29.247.63&noeud=285c048e9c52&repertoire=rvmgf

https://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/genre-form.html

For a more comprehensive list, go to:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Where can genre headings be found? The most common source is LCGFT as I mentioned earlier. Sometimes though, the item you are cataloging needs a wider selection of genre headings than LCGFT provides. There are numerous thesauri that are available online and you can find a list of them at https://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/genre-form.html  In the next slides, we will discuss a few specific thesauri and how we used terms from them in bibliographic records. You should also be aware of  Subject Heading and Term Source Codes: Source Codes for Vocabularies, Rules, and Schemes (Network Development and MARC Standards Office, Library of Congress) (loc.gov)  Since general thesauri often contain a broad spectrum of terms, including genre, forms, occupations, functions, and time periods, the source codes in this list may be used in the metadata elements identified for each of the specialized source lists. Likewise, the special thesauri listed there may also be used in the metadata elements identified below under usage.

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/?find=genre+terms&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/?find=genre+terms&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCGFT/freelcgft.html#About
https://rbms.info/vocabularies/genre/alphabetical_list.htm
https://rvmweb.bibl.ulaval.ca/rvmweb/recherche/simple.do?nbTotalNotices=732159&itemsAuPanier=0&capacitePanier=1000&adresseIp=45.29.247.63&noeud=285c048e9c52&repertoire=rvmgf
https://rvmweb.bibl.ulaval.ca/rvmweb/recherche/simple.do?nbTotalNotices=732159&itemsAuPanier=0&capacitePanier=1000&adresseIp=45.29.247.63&noeud=285c048e9c52&repertoire=rvmgf
https://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/genre-form.html


GENRE EXAMPLES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next, we’re going to look at some examples. Our first genre example is for a biography about Annie Turnbo Malone. As shown in the right screenshot, we can tell this item is a biography by the code in the fixed fields in the ‘biog’ field of b, which stands for biographies. In our screenshot for this title, we have a few different thesauri used to display genre. We have a LCGFT genre heading from the Library of Congress of ‘biographies.’ We also have a ‘rvmgf’ heading, which is part of a controlled vocabulary in French created by Universite Laval in Quebec City. 



LCGFT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In this example, LCGFT was used for the 655 fields by the cataloger, but you can see in the last two fields that Connexion has added RVMGF fields. Also, note that  LCGFT terms 655 cannot be subdivided geographically. The terms are meant to be expressed only in a $a and $2 lcgft



LCGFT, RVMFG, AAT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our next example looks at a mixed materials collection that encompasses materials about two nurses from the same family and with the same name, Margaret Helck. This record includes three of our genre thesauri, including LCGFT, RVMGF, and AAT. The Library of Congress  Genre/Form terms include ‘photographs’ and ‘family histories.’ The RVMGF (Répertoire de vedettes-matière) terms include the same terms but in French per the thesaurus. Our last genre thesaurus, the Art and Architecture Thesaurus includes the term ‘photographs’ with a subfield 2 of ‘aat’, which is the identifier for this thesaurus. The two pictured items are a photograph of one of the Margarets (which would of course merit the inclusion of the AAT thesaurus) and a set of watch chains and a nursing pin.



GMGPC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is one of the many cool items that I have cataloged for the Dixon Public Library. I had no idea what it was when I first received it. I asked around and fortunately one of my friends who is an artist was able to explain to me that it was artwork created by the process of embossing. For this, I consulted the TGM for headings. Thesaurus for graphic materials Descriptive Terms for Graphic Materials: Genre and Physical Characteristic Headings applicable to two-dimensional, chiefly pictorial, graphic materials (among them, prints, photographs, drawings, and ephemera) whether they are part of a book, or in a manuscript, graphic, or other collection.



Compiled by Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress
The Thesaurus for Graphic Materials is a tool for indexing visual materials by subject and genre/format. The thesaurus 
includes more than 7,000 subject terms to index topic shown or reflected in pictures, and 650 genre/format terms to index 
types of photographs, prints, design drawings, ephemera and other categories. New terms are added regularly.  TGM is 
searchable through the Prints and Photographs Online Catalog (PPOC). [Search TGM] [view PPOC introduction]

As of October 2007, the Thesaurus for Graphic Materials I: Subject Terms (TGM I) and the Thesaurus for Graphic Materials II: 
Genre and Physical Characteristic Terms (TGM II) were merged into a single vocabulary, the Thesaurus for Graphic Materials, 
and migrated to new software. The merged TGM is available for searching in the Prints & Photographs Online Catalog (PPOC). 
Application guidelines for genre/format terms (TGM II) follow. A separate genre/format term list for downloading will continue to be 
available. Guidelines for subject indexing (TGM I) are available at the TGM I home page.
Although the thesaurus content remains essentially the same, there are some minor changes in field structure and labeling. For 
example, Public Note is now called Scope Note. Additionally, new fields were added to clarify term usage. For further information on 
these changes see "Fields in Term Record Displays" (via PPOC - About the Thesaurus).

Introduction to TGM II: Table of ContentsFirst written for the 1995 book publication; last revised, July 2004.
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Triphammer
•About This Item
•Obtaining Copies
•Access to Original

Title: Triphammer / Kay WalkingStick, '89.Creator(s): WalkingStick, Kay, artist
Date Created/Published: [19]89.
Medium: 1 print : intaglio and embossing, color.
Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-ppmsca-02401 (digital file from original)
Rights Advisory: Publication may be restricted. For general information see "Copyright and Other 
Restrictions...,"(http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/195_copr.html)
Call Number: Unprocessed in PR 13 CN 2006:006, no. 1895 (F size) [P&P]
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washingon, D.C. 20540 USA
Notes:
Caption label from exhibit "Creative Space" Seeds and Collaborations: The symbolic power of landscape has been a 
common theme in the work of New York-based artist Kay WalkingStick. A member of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, 
WalkingStick remarks: "I view myself as an Indian woman who is part white. But I would hope that these works elicit a 
response in the viewer that is deeper than racial or cultural differences. . . ." WalkingStick has been painting and teaching 
since the 1950s and is best-known for her richly colored and densely layered diptych paintings that reference natural forms.
Title from item.
Signed in pencil.
13 of 15.
Collection of the Printmaking Workshop / compiled by Michael R. Chisholm, 2000, no. 1895
Exhibited: "Creative Space : Fifty Years of Robert Blackburn's Printmaking Workshop" at the International Print Center New 
York (IPCNY), 2002-2003; at the Glass Curtain Gallery, Columbia College of Art, Chicago, IL, January 31-March 25, 2005, 
and other venues thru July 2006.
Format:
Abstract prints--1980-1990.
Embossed prints--Color--1980-1990.
Intaglio prints--Color--1980-1990.
Collections:
Fine Prints
Bookmark This Record:

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002721958/

View the MARC Record for this item.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All thesauri are not created the same. Because of all the different agencies out there creating thesauri, each thesaurus site has its own design and ways to search. This slide has the home page of the TGM. I wanted to give you an example of one thesaurus site. I have made some tweaks for visibility and to fit everything on the slide so these don't look exactly like the website. When you go to a thesaurus that you haven't used before, take the time to get to know the site. I would have saved myself so much time if I had done this with TGM II! Anyway, anything that you might ever want to know about TGM II is covered in the table of contents and near the bottom is the link to search the TGM II. I have had some luck clicking on the blue box at the top that says Search TGM, but from what I understand, TGM II was created specifically for genre terms so I use the link at the bottom. I could be completely wrong about this. (Please let me know if I am incorrect!) Once you have completed your search you will be taken to an About This Item tab, and many (but not all) of the items that you find have the option to view the MARC record (Or the authority record?). As you can see from the screen shots from the gmgpc field and Connexion, you can subdivide gmgpc terms.

https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/tgm/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/about/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/downloadtgm2.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm1/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/tgm/fields.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/ack.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/i.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/ii.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/iii.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/iv.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/v.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/v1.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/v2.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/v3.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/v4.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/v5.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/v6.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/v7.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/v8.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/vi.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/vii.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/tgm2/bibl.html
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002721958/#bib
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002721958/#copies
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002721958/#onsite
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=WalkingStick%2C%20Kay
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/195_copr.html
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=format&q=Abstract%20prints--1980-1990.
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=format&q=Embossed%20prints--Color--1980-1990.
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=format&q=Intaglio%20prints--Color--1980-1990.
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/finepr/


LCGFT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fire insurance maps LCGFT. Notice that Connexion added aat and rvmgf fields.



RBGENR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mary Dunbar and Jewel Tea Company issued small cookbooks that were actually advertisements for the company.  Before I realized that this was a unique kind of cookbook, I used the LCGFT term Cookboks. But then I decided to look around and found the RBGENR term Books printed as advertisements from RBMS (Rare books and manuscripts section).



The more 
you know

Every profession has its own set of 
rules. Let's work together to ensure 

that this morgue rule is never 
added to cataloging rules.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We hope you have enjoyed our presentation and that you are leaving with information that will be useful to you.  If you ever have questions about genres or other cataloging topics, please contact the CMC at cmc@illinoisheartland.org. We've added a little PSA for you. Cataloging has so many rules already!



RESOURCEs
• FAQ on genre/form headings: 

https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genre_form_faq.pdf

• Genre/Form Code and Term Source Codes:
   https://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/genre-form.html

• Library of Congress Authorities: https://authorities.loc.gov/webvoy.htm

• The Répertoire de vedettes-matière and RAMEAU: Two Indexing Languages in 
French: A Necessary Luxury ?: https://archive.ifla.org/IV/ifla71/papers/145e-
Belair_Bourdon_Mingam.pdf

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Listed here are our resources used in this presentation. 

https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genre_form_faq.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/genre-form.html
https://authorities.loc.gov/webvoy.htm
https://archive.ifla.org/IV/ifla71/papers/145e-Belair_Bourdon_Mingam.pdf
https://archive.ifla.org/IV/ifla71/papers/145e-Belair_Bourdon_Mingam.pdf


ON THE CALL TODAY
Questions? Contact the CMC: 

cmc@illinoisheartland.org 

Barbera Scoby
CMC 
Cataloger

Dr. Pamela 
Thomas
Bibliographic 
Grant Manager

Eric McKinney
CMC 
Cataloger

Mary Cornell
CMC Cataloger

Kat Anderberg
Metadata Cataloger

Blake Walter
Special Project Cataloger

Katie Roberts
Special Project Cataloger

Andrea Giosta
Special Project Cataloger

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the call today are: Barb Scoby, Dr. Pamela Thomas, Mary Cornell, Eric McKinney, Kat Anderberg, Blake Walter, Katie Roberts, and Andrea Giosta. 

mailto:cmc@illinoisheartland.org
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