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Agenda:
• What is the Dewey Decimal System?

• Vocab Lessons

• Pieces of a Dewey Number

• Classes of DDC

• Dewey Tables

• Choosing a Number

• A Little Number Building and Class Examples

• Resources



Dewey Decimal System

Keep similar 
items together

Separating 
items into 
subjects

Creating ease of 
access for users



Dewey Decimal System, cont.



Vocab Lesson

Parts of Dewey: 

• Schedules

• Tables

• Manual

• Relative Index 



Vocab Lesson Cont.

Other terms:

• Disciplines

• Subjects

• Hierarchy

• Structural

• Notation



Vocab Lesson Cont.

Structural Hierarchy Notation Hierarchy



Pieces of a Dewey Number

Division Section Notation



Classes of DDC



Dewey Tables

• There are eight different Dewey tables, T1-T6:
• T1: Standard Subdivisions

• T2: Geographic Areas, Historical Periods, 
Biography

• T4: Subdivisions of Individual Languages and 
Language Families

• T6:  Languages



Dewey Tables, Cont.

• T3A-T3C: Arts & Literature:

• T3A: Subdivisions for Works by 
or about Individual Authors

• T3B: Subdivisions for Works by 
or about More than One Author

• T3C: Additional Notation for 
Arts and Literature

• T5: Ethnic and National Groups



Choosing a Number

• Determine subject

• Translate subject

• Determine discipline

• Use relative index if needed

• Read instructions 

• Author’s intention

• Follow basic rules.



Number Building: T3A



Number Building: T3B



Number Building: T3C



Number Building Table 3 
Flowchart



Class Examples

• Woodworking
• Woodworking $v Anecdotes.

• Offerman Woodshop
• Offerman Woodshop $v 

Anecdotes.
• Humor or anecdotes



Class Examples

• Banks and banking

• 332.1

• Coin changing 
machine

• Grayville, Illinois

• Equipment

= 332.01977396



Class Examples

• Parks
• 333.783

• Kewanee, Illinois
• History



Resources
• DDC : Dewey Decimal Classification 

https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/dewey/ddc23-summaries.pdf

• Dewey Glossary: 
https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/webdewey/help/glossary.pdf

• Dewey Training Courses. 
https://www.oclc.org/en/dewey/resources/teachingsite.html

• Organizing Information From the Shelf to the Web. Library Classification. 
https://doi.org/10.29085/9781856049900.007

• Technical Introduction to the DDC. 
https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/dewey/resources/teachingsite/courses/
Technical_Introduction.pdf

• Web Dewey. https://dewey.org/webdewey

https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/dewey/ddc23-summaries.pdf
https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/dewey/ddc23-summaries.pdf
https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/dewey/ddc23-summaries.pdf
https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/webdewey/help/glossary.pdf
https://www.oclc.org/en/dewey/resources/teachingsite.html
https://doi.org/10.29085/9781856049900.007
https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/dewey/resources/teachingsite/courses/Technical_Introduction.pdf
https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/dewey/resources/teachingsite/courses/Technical_Introduction.pdf
https://dewey.org/webdewey
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