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What is Generative AI?

• Form of artificial intelligence program that is "fed" and trained 
on mass quantities of existing writing, allowing it to learn how to 
synthesize its own "new" versions of the same information

• Large language models (LLMs) are a type of generative AI that 
provides the basis for many popular tools, like ChatGPT
o "These models are created from encoding the patterns they find in billions of books, articles, and 

transcripts. When you prompt an LLM, the model generates the most likely pattern that fits the prompt. It 
then evaluates the most probable next word after the last one based on what was said before. Repeat, 
repeat, and repeat."

o Source: TechCrunch - https://techcrunch.com/2026/04/12/artificial-intelligence-definition-glossary-
hallucinations-guide-to-common-ai-terms/
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Generative AI is becoming omnipresent...

• You've likely encountered it 
in everyday use of apps and 
websites: 
oGemini (Google)

oCopilot (Microsoft)

oRufus (Amazon shopping 
assistant)

oEtc., etc. 



Including in library/bookish circles...
• Multiple AI headlines in the 3/31/26 edition of LJ's Book Pulse 

• Featured in several sessions at the 2026 PLA conference



And IRL...



Why should we care?
• AI-written material steal sales from 

human authors, who often spend years 
creating books, only to have AI 
"authors" produce plagiarized versions 
in a fraction of the time

• The source material used to train 
generative AI is usually not obtained 
and used in a way that respects 
copyright or gives credit to the 
material's authors

• Not to mention 
environmental concerns

Source: National Education Association, June 2025

https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/tools-

tips/environmental-impact-ai 
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When AI can be dangerous

• Similar to poorly-researched non-fiction written by human 
authors, AI-authored can contain inaccurate information and 
advice

• Real harm can result from readers who trust this information to 
be authoritative



How do I spot AI in the wild?

• Common hallmarks of AI-generated books:
oBeing independently or self-published

oNo author listed 

oAuthor is listed, but either had no other works are too many works

oLow page count

oCover art looks AI-generated

o Inconsistent edition statements and/or publication dates

oGeneric titles and descriptions



Example – Ingram Listing
• AI-generated 

cover art

• No other works 

by author

• Independently 

published



Example – GoodReads 
• AI-generated 

cover art

• Only 135 pages

• Independently 

published

• Series labeling 

is all over the 

place

• No author 

information

• Author 

published 

numerous 

books in a short 

timeframe 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/68730243.Brandi_Knight?from_search

=true&from_srp=true



Example –  Inside the Book 
• AI-generated 

art

• Story is dull and 

the writing is 

subpar 

https://nypost.com/2023/02/21/chatgpt-launches-boom-in-ai-written-e-books-on-

amazon/



Example –  Inside the Book 
• AI-generated 

art that repeats

• Text makes no 

sense

• Publisher has 

no web 

presence, but a 

suspicious 

number of 

books

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2025/09/02/books-by-bots/



Cataloging AI Materials
• Named AI Generators

• PCC Guidance

• List generator as a “related work” 
in a 730 field

• For works partially or fully created 
by AI

• Unnamed generators
• How do you know for sure it’s AI?

• Skewed images, gaps in the 
story, no information on any 
creator or contributor, etc.

“Images are AI-generated at shutterstock.com”

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=da508194f712b63dca1a9200f1e1a1a50482289bb77114066e04d0449e0d8d58JmltdHM9MTc2MzQyNDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=17f141be-3bd6-6f2b-3e07-57dc3aa86ee2&psq=PCC+guidelines+AI+in+cataloging&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubG9jLmdvdi9hYmEvcGN
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=da508194f712b63dca1a9200f1e1a1a50482289bb77114066e04d0449e0d8d58JmltdHM9MTc2MzQyNDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=17f141be-3bd6-6f2b-3e07-57dc3aa86ee2&psq=PCC+guidelines+AI+in+cataloging&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubG9jLmdvdi9hYmEvcGN


Cataloging AI Materials

• Title and Author
• If there is a named author, but you have reason to believe that author 

does not exist as a human, transcribe whatever is on the title page in 
the 245/100 fields

• Notes
• Add a 500 note mentioning the specific AI generator used, or a note 

saying the work is generated by AI.



Cataloging AI Materials: Genre Terms
• Add this LCGFT term to all works fully or partially AI generated

• 655 _7 $a Computer-generated literature. $2 lcgft

• Add other terms as applicable
• For poetry created by a computer or AI, add: 

   655 _7 $a Computer poetry. $2 lcgft

• Add these terms from the Art and Architecture Thesaurus as applicable
• For works illustrated with AI-generated images, add: 655 _7 $a AI art. $2 aat

• For works generated fully by AI, add: 655 _7 $a AI-generated content. $2 aat

• For works generated partially by AI, add: 655 _7 $a AI-assisted content. $2 aat

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/


AI-Adjacent: Reprints
• May have updated covers, 

publication dates that reflect the 
reprinting (not original publication)

• Note publisher & info they provide



AI-Adjacent: Bootleg media



AI-Adjacent: Bootleg media



A few resources

• Staff at IHLS and CMC

• SHARE Cataloging [SHARE-Cat] listserv

• Online cataloging communities
oFacebook group - Troublesome Catalogers and Magical Metadata 

Fairies (https://www.facebook.com/groups/tcmmf)

• Tips for spotting AI books Google Doc: https://bit.ly/4mBaeWv 

• Report AI Slop to Library Futures: 
https://nyu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_80WBbcwpjIEFEkm 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/tcmmf
https://bit.ly/4mBaeWv
https://nyu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_80WBbcwpjIEFEkm


Thank you for listening! 
Questions?
Chrissy Bellizzi – chrissybellizzi@smrld.org

Bobbi Perryman – Perryman@vwarner.org

Anna Wiegand – awiegand@illinoisheartland.org
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